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1. What were Alaida's strengths?  What were her weaknesses?

2. What were Lord Ivo's strengths?  What were his weaknesses?

3. Why did Ivo ask for land/an estate instead of gold?  Did you understand his
desire?  Why did the king want him to marry Alaida as a condition of giving
him the land?

4. Lord Ivo tells Brand that Cwen is dead.  Did you believe this?  Why or why
not?

5. Hendrix was wonderful at the descriptions of the English countryside of the
11th Century.  What else did the author do to create a sense of place?

6. Early on, Ivo discovers that Alaida is strong-willed.  What were some of her
actions that showed this?

7. Did you find the use of humor/wit important to your enjoyment of this story? 
Give examples of some favorite passages.

8. How was the sexual tension between Ivo and Alaida used to move the story
along?

9. What did the friendship between Ivo and Brand reveal about them?

10. What deceptions/secrets harmed the relationship between Ivo and Alaida? 
How did they strengthen their relationship?

11. Why didn't Ivo reveal his secret to Alaida right away?  Do you agree with his
decision? What danger did this place him in?

12. What paranormal elements of this book did you like the most? 
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